
Dear Families of FCC Weekday Preschool,

As you are no doubt aware, the recommendations about how to respond to the spread of COVID-19 
(Coronavirus) have been rapidly evolving. Now, in addition to frequent hand washing, sanitizing surfaces, 
and avoiding handshakes, we have been advised to avoid gathering in groups, as the virus can be spread 
before the carriers know that they have it, and lasts unusually long on surfaces. 

That last challenge—not gathering in groups—goes right to the heart of our church and preschool 
community. 

Nonetheless, after much research and prayerful consideration in consultation with staff and FCC leaders, we 
have decided to close FCC’s building from Friday afternoon March 13 through the remainder of this month. 
This includes not only worship, but all meetings, events, gatherings and our FCC Weekday Preschool. This 
closure will also extend to our Bargain Box shop. Our PADS ministry is an exception and will continue to 
provide shelter and care to many of our most vulnerable amidst this health crisis. We hope to return to 
worship again on Palm Sunday, April 5, if the coast is clear to resume.

Although the building will be closed, the church will continue operations because after all, as the old song 
tells us, the church is the people. Along with taking health precautions, the staff and FCC leaders are focused 
on providing congregational care by keeping lines of communication running via email, social media, FCC’s 
website, and phone calls. 

The preschool voicemail will be checked regularly to respond to administrative matters, requests, and 
special needs. 

For extreme emergencies, please contact Dallas Collins (773) 484-5008

We are fully committed to looking out for each other and for our community as together we navigate these 
challenging days. Opportunities to serve will arise, and we will keep you informed of ways to help. 

We pray that in the meantime, you take good care, be safe, and may the Lord bless you and keep you in the 
days ahead.

Grace and peace,

Fred Lyon, Senior Pastor Anna Carvalho, Chair of Governing Board
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